72               How to know" the Indian Waders.

They are said to breed in September and October at
Khadir on the Runn of Cutch, and are believed to do so
also, about March, in the south-western part of Ceylon.
But they are usually migrants, arriving in the north-west
parts of India about October and remaining till June if
the water lasts ; and in the spring they are given to casually
dropping their eggs about, without troubling to sit on them.
So that the mere finding of eggs does not prove that the
birds are necessarily breeding in a given locality. There
is no doubt, however, that Flamingoes do breed as near
as the head of the Persian Gulf. The eggs are about the
size of a goose's.

The only occasions on which I have seen wild Flamingoes
have been when going through the Suez Canal; here one
may generally see flocks in the distance, and sometimes
get a fairly good view with the aid of glasses. Flamingoes
are wary and hard to approach, and need a great deal of
stalking ; and, as they are good eating if in condition, may
fairly be called sporting birds.

They are very easily tamed, and if allowed the run of a
large tank with shallow sides, will do admirably, finding
much of their own food, and protecting themselves from
vermin by sleeping a little way out in the water. If the
tank is not large enough to supply them with all they re-
quire, they will be found to eat paddy as readily as ducks,
if it be thrown in the water for them. I had two once
which would follow me about for grain, though in their
case it was quite a luxury. One whose clipped wing-feathers
had been moulted out used to fly round and round the tank,
and has even been known to leave and return to it. Al-
together, on account of their harmlessness and ornamental
appearance, Flamingoes are well suited for cultivation
in hot climates, and I wonder they are not more frequently
kept in public gardens. The ancient Romans used to.
keep them for the table, the large fleshy tongues being